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1. Background



2. Community 
knowledge 
mobilization 
system



“Knowledge mobilization is an umbrella term 
encompassing a wide range of activities relating to 
the production and use of research results, 
including knowledge synthesis, dissemination, 
transfer, exchange, and co-creation or 
co-production by researchers and knowledge 
users.  Effective knowledge mobilization includes 
plans to store data in the public domain, where 
appropriate.”
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/policies-politiques/knowledge_mobilisation-mobilisation_des_connaissance
s-eng.aspx

http://researchimpact.ca/so-what-the-heck-is-knowledge-mobilization-and-why-should-i-care/



KMb strategy:
1. Reach speaks to the breadth of connections as reflected in the question ‘’Are we connecting with the people who care or should care 

about this issue?  Are we connecting with those who can make changes?

2. Relevance speaks to the question: ‘’To what extent do our KMb activities and products reflect the needs and interests of our audiences 
and stakeholders?’’   It also reflects the importance of the research to them.

3. Relationship speaks to the question: ‘’Are we connecting with the depth and breadth of audiences and stakeholders to the appropriate 
level of engagement?’’  Relationships, key to knowledge mobilization, come in many forms and levels.   While fully engaged partners are 
critical to the success of the research mobilization, it is vital to pay attention to the needs and interests of the more peripheral participants.  
Sharing with your core engaged partners, while vital, will not be enough to move your knowledge into action.

https://cfice.files.wordpress.com/2014/11/additional-resources-kmb.pdf 
https://www.ryerson.ca/content/dam/research/documents/km/20160524_Intro%20to%20Knowledge%20Mobilization%20Strategies%20and%20Tools.pdf 

https://cfice.files.wordpress.com/2014/11/additional-resources-kmb.pdf
https://www.ryerson.ca/content/dam/research/documents/km/20160524_Intro%20to%20Knowledge%20Mobilization%20Strategies%20and%20Tools.pdf


The Centre The Edges

Reach Relevance Relationship

Co -creation

Broker

X-change

Dissemination



1. Non Profit Library - 
Language Preservation and  
Intergenerational Connection





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5au01VcIlg4&feature=fvsr

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=161&v=m0HsLuVB9Vw



The Centre The Edges

Reach Relevance Relationship

Co -creation

Broker

X-change

Dissemination ✔ ✔ ✔



2. Ethnographic Research, 
Immigrant Memories of 
Food (for Language)



1 publishing collective
20 storytellers

20 recipes
8 volunteers 

(photographer, editor)
2 translators

1 book launch
1 beneficiary

6 months
$2500.00

https://www.amazon.ca/dp/B00HQ2TCJ0/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_enco
ding=UTF8&btkr=1



Assmaa is a Canadian citizen of Syrian 
origin and she lives in Ottawa.  She was 
introduced to Syrian cooking at a very 
early age while helping her mom and 
learning a hands-on approach (no 
recipes and no measurements). In her 
married life, having lived in the United 
Arab Emirates and been exposed to 
Indian, Arabian and Iranian cuisines, 
Assmaa always looked for ways to 
introduce a variety of healthy and tasty 
meals to her family table.

When she arrived to Canada, her 
interest in cooking deepened and she 
was encouraged to hold social 
gatherings to show talents. This has 
eventually led her to create a Facebook 
-based cookbook, Cooking with Asma , 
featuring  her recipes and her daughter 
Hanan Awneh’s photography...

https://www.facebook.com/CookingWithAsma/


The Centre The Edges

Reach Relevance Relationship

Co -creation ✔ ✔

Broker ✔

X-change ✔ ✔ ✔

Dissemination ✔



3. Documentaries for Change:  
Media Creation for Diverse 
Language Communities



From surveys and 
focus groups…

- 125 responses
- 5 recommendations
- 1 focus group

… to the grant



To partnerships...
- Doc Institute
- 11 documentary filmmakers
- Technology sponsors
- Media sponsors   … and  





Story for illustration purposes only



Story for illustration purposes only

https://www.mcislanguages.com/social-impact/community-events-and-initiatives/docs-for-change/



Health Outreach -

I Have a Little Sugar 
(Lalita Krishna)

http://www.omnitv.ca/on/en/
docs/ihavealittlesugar/



A short documentary 
created by some of 
the DfC participants - 
Cirquish 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynSU2
eLkWfI 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynSU2eLkWfI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynSU2eLkWfI


The Centre The Edges

Reach Relevance Relationship

Co -creation ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Broker ✔ ✔

X-change ✔ ✔ ✔

Dissemination



4. MCIS (un)Conference 2017



https://www.mcislanguages.com/news/hacking-the-future-of
-canadas-language-industry/



http://pub.lucidpress.com/MCIS-unConference2017/


The Centre The Edges

Reach Relevance Relationship

Co -creation ✔ ✔ ✔

Broker ✔ ✔ ✔

X-change ✔ ✔

Dissemination



5. Community Hackathon - 
#MigrahackTO

#migrahackto 



3 days
35 participants

4 sectors
5 projects

1 ongoing MeetUp
_____________________

Getting to yes: 1 year





See a short video 
about #MigrahackTO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kqz3bOJxw3k&feature=youtu.be


The Centre The Edges

Reach Relevance Relationship

Co -creation ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Broker ✔ ✔ ✔

X-change ✔ ✔ ✔

Dissemination ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔



3. The only 
social 
innovation 
there is...



“So, I think the idea that social 
innovation is primarily about thinking 
up something new is only 
occasionally true. What it’s more 
often about is an alliance or a group 
being willing to do together 
something that had already been 
thought of.“ 

Adam Khan, Countless Rebellions — 
Challenging the terms of collaboration, 
https://mcconnellfoundation.ca/interview/adam-kahane/ 

https://mcconnellfoundation.ca/interview/adam-kahane/


Do you have something you care 
about deeply? CREATE opportunities 
around your passion AND involve 
community. Think like a MOVEMENT.



Source: 
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2018/01/libraries-local-news/551594/

Ideas for future 
proofing

● Community 
newspaper (from 
disseminator to 
creator of 
information)

● Documentaries 
and media making

● Radio stations/ 
podcast

● Hackathons
● Serving dinners/ 

cooking classes
● Outdoor libraries
● Genealogy
● Other??





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfInmudtNjM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfInmudtNjM


Thank you!

eliana@mcis.on.ca
@eTrinaistic

mailto:eliana@mcis.on.ca

